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THE. 


P R E FA 0 E 


E ROT S M, ( 1 called Quizotiſm ) is. at 
preſent ſo general all over Europe, and in ſome. 
more diſtant Parts, that I believe no one will be ſur- 
priz'd if the Epidemic Diſorder has reach'd the Stage; 
which, as it is allow d to be often tbe Repreſentation of 
High- Life, and more liable to traffick with the Clouds, 
than any other Branch of Literature, (Whitfieldiſm 
excepied) lies more open 10 the Contagion. . 
Under the Suppoſition therefore of = Allowances 2 ; 
the Publick, and as a Relief from the more intenſe Af- 
fairs abroad, we have ventur d io exbibit to the Town, . 
the Plan of Operations between two Theatrical Gene- 
rals,' who, tho* of different Kingdoms, and the Scene of 
Action laid at ſome Diſtance from us, will not we hope 
be diſregarded, nor their Affairs leſs intereſting, or di- 
verting, than if it were nearer. * 
The one indeed bas in this Kingdom, long been laben 
a Heroe of great Puiſſance and Magnanimity, bt 
to be perſuaded from bis Purſuits of Glory by the Threats 
of private Whijpers, or publict Manifeſtos, nor daunted 85 
at the odds of Numbers in the Field of Action. | 
We other a younger General indeed, and ub Foo 
Perienc d, not /o Ferce i in the Attack, nor Qui TE ſo: = 
formidable in the FRONT; yet. notwithſtanding theſe | 
Diſadvantages, be 1s ſaid to. be Maſter of 2 Wa. £ 
lions more commendable, viz. A Coolneſs at the Onſet, a 
Warmth in the Retreat, and (what all prudent Gene- 
rals os ooo a Diſpoſition rather io give Orders, 
— 


% | | % 


| 1 „„ 
for the Balli, than an Inclination to bazard bis Per- 
ſon in it——a great n e 
Bu they are both wrong d in having their Charac- 
ters aliempted by ſo weak a Pen Therefore, that 
we may not longer detain you, from what they ſay ef, 
and to each Other, we think proper to cloſe this Prefa- 
tory Trifle, with informing you; that Dublin was the Seat 
of Aftion, the two Heroes Mr. THEOPHILUS CIBBER 
and Mr, TaoMas SHERIDAN ;,, What Numbers 
fought under each Banner, bote influenced, and bow 
ſpirited, will be ſhewn in the following Pages. 
The Cauſe of Puarrel indeed appears lo hav? 135 

about ſo ſmall a Trifle as a Robe- a Robe for 
Cate Which had the Stoick lived be very freely. 
would have given to either 4 them But wby d 
T call it a Frifte ?- ook around, and ſee dar 
Wars, what Devaſtations have enſued from Matters 
of lefs Moment Well; Mr. SazRipan bein 
diſappointed of the Robe, be firſt repreſented the great | 
Cato in, re ufed to perform, whether from a Rejent- 
ment of his being perſonally i} treated, or that he, 1 
tbe Character of the divine Cato, would not appear in 
worſe Cloaths than he did the Week before, the Connif-. 
ſeurs are not yet agreed in. On his Refuſal Ge NERAL 
| CiBBkR propeſes to the Audience, to read, with their 

Leave, the Part of Cato, and at the ſame time, play 
bis defign'd Pari of Syphax——— which be did— ; 
Ss R1DAN ſeems to reſent bis Inſolence in attempti 
to play a Part of His, on which the Fir re grows pig on 
both Aae from which ' I beg leave to retire, being 


inclined to find out, a ſafer Situation, and gi: 
Reader, leave i enter 15 eee wilb 7 8 55 8 


f Heart. 
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Mr. SHERIDAN' | 
Firſt APOLOGY 
To the T O W N. ol 


caſion of my addrefling you in this pub- 
lic Manner, but as the Diſappointment 
which you met with, at my not being able 
to perform, has given riſe to ſeveral Stor ies 
very little in my Favour, I think it my Duty 
to clear up the Matter and juſtify myſelf. The 
Fact is thus: When I went to the Play- houſe, 
I found every thing in great Confuſion, the 
People not paid and clamouring for their 
Money, the Muſick refuſing to play unleſs 
| their Arrears were didetiarged; and an Ac- 
N .Þ. _ 
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count brought at the ſame Time that Mr, 
1 the Director and Manager of the 
' whole had abſconded. As I was drefling for 
my Part, I found the Robe which I had be- 
fore worn in CATO was wanting; upon 
Enquiry, I heard, that, Mr. Pbilips had 
come two Days before and taken it from the 
"Houſe, I had ſome Reaſon to believe that he 
had done it purely to prevent my playing that 
Night; the Reſentment I conceived at ſuch 
Treatment, the Concern I was under left the 
Audience ſhould be diſappointed, ſome other 
ill Uſage I received, and ſeveral other Inci- 
dents concurring (a, Detail of which would 
take up too much Time) diſordered me ſo 
much, that it not only rendered me incapa- 
ble of doing Juſtice to the Character I was to 
play, but likewiſe almoſt took away my 
Voice. You yourſelves were Witneſſes of 
this, when I endeavoured to make an Apo- | 
logyand could not be heard. And indeed I 
was in ſuch Confuſion, that had I been heard 
I ſhould not have been underſtood. I appeal 
to any reaſonable Perſon then preſent, whe- 
ther it were better in theſe Circumſtances to 
diſmiſs the Houſe, (which was my Intention) 
or to keep chem purely to convince them, 


that it was not in my Power to get through ⁵⁶ 

one Speech of the Part. It has been ſaid, | 

that the want of a Robe was a trifling Thing, 

and that the Audience would have been con- 

tent to Hare receryed:: me in any Dreſs; aps 
| mu 
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muſt have but little Skill in Theatrical A6- 


fairs, who think a proper Habit is not abſo- 


lutely neceſſary. This was more particularly 


® 


my Caſe in this Character, as it is one for 
which I am naturally very unfit in my Perſon, 
and in which -nothing could have made m 


Appearance ſupportable, but a large Robe 
to cover my Defects, and give a Gravity and 
Dignity to my Perſon, which I wanted, and 


| which are ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the Cha- 


racter. I know when an Audience is diſap- 


pointed, they often make but little Allow- 


ances for the Actor, they feel nothing of the 


Concern and Anxiety of Mind he labours un- 
der, when he has acquired a Reputation by 


performing a Character one Night, and ſees 


himſelf about to loſe it in an other. But it 


was not that, nor the ill Treatment I had re- 
ceived, which hindred my playing, it was 
the Effect which all this had on me. I had 
ſo much Deference for the Audience, and ſo 
much Gratitude, nay, it was ſo much my 
Duty, that I ſhould have ſacrificed all Regard 
to Character, and every other Conſideration, 
to have done my utmoſt to have pleaſed them 
even in the meanefl Dreſs, had I not found 


that my Voice was quite gone, and that it 


was not in my Power to go through with one 
Scene. I was then reduced to this Difficulty, 
either to detain them, when I found I was 
not only incapable of giving them the Satis= _ 
faction they might expect, but muſt have 
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” TRY idem the; higheſt Diſguſt in my Per- 


formance, or elſe; fairly to teil them, that it 


was net in my power to play. I choſe che 
latter ; if it was an Error, it is one I have 


aid dearly for, ſince to chat Principle I ſa- 
eriſiced ee ſixty Pounds, which I abſo- 
lutely loſt by not 3 Such Perſons as 


have aſſigned any other Cauſe for my not 


performing, if hey can ſuppoſe. me either 


vain, or ungrateful, or even impudent enough 
to diſappoint an Audience meerly out of 


Whim or Humour, I hope will not think 


me Fool enough to ſtand to fuch a Lots, 
And now (cho I "KS ales bb too 


much on your Patience) I muit beg your In- 
dulgence a little farther, as I perhaps ſhall not 
have another Opportunity of doing it, in per- 


mitting me to return you, and all the Ladies, 
and Gentlemen of this Kingdom, who have 


honoured the Plays, in which 1 performed, 


| with their Preſence, my ſincere and hearty: 
_ 'Thanks for all your Favours. The Succeſs I 


have met with has been an additional Pleaſure 


to me, as by this means you have convinced 
the World how falſe that Opinion is, which 
has prevailed amongſt ſome, that the People of 
Ireland are kinder to Strangers than their own 
People. For your great Indulgence to me is a 
manifeſt Proof, how willing you are to encou- 


rage the leaſt Dawn of Merit in one of your 


ann. * am e ſay it, your; | 


Seat 


(7) 


Enemies. There are ſome People who can 


behold the Proſperity of others, in any Wax 


of Life, without Envy; and as I am con- 


ſcious to myſelf, that I have by na Action of 
mine deſerved the Hatred of any Perſon, I 


muſt believe I have no, Enemies but ſoch as 


my Succeſs has made ſo. Thar I have ſome 


1s manifeſt from the Induſtry with which ſome 


People fpread Repotrs to my Diſadvantage, 
and yoo Readineſs with which others believe 


them. My Gratitude to the Publick, che 


Friendſhip I have experienced in private, and 


the Love I have for my Country, would have 


| detained me here much longer, (if I could in 


the Jeaſt have contributed to the publick En- 


tertainment,) in ſpight of any Advantages I 
could have propoſed to. myſelf in another 
Kingdom. I ſhould be ſorry a few Snakes in 
the Graſs ſhould drive me from ſo fair a 


Field ; but ir is a Misfortune in our Way of 


Lite, chat a few malicious People can do a 
Perſon more Injury in one Nighr, than the 
Friendſhip of the Publick 1 in general can re- 
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great Favour, and the prodigious- $aceeft 1 5 
have met with, have 1 find raifed meme 
a 


1 ſincerely wiſh that the Succeſs I have met 5 


with, be the means of raiſing up ſome Genius 
more worthy to entertain you, but this I Will 


venture to lay, that you will never find any, 
: | ho 


TER... 
1 who ſtudied to do it with more Zeal and In- 
13] duſtry, or who has a more grateful Senſe. of 
_ Mun many Obligations, you have cen, d, 


Your moſt obliged, and 


1 dc,evoted Humble Servant, 
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Mr. TroMas SHERIDAN, Pagedian. 
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ern BN' 'S-GREEN,. 7 ueſaday 
| ee 28 19, 743. 


Mr. 3111 5 


1 "OUR Mg Na ae of 
the Company laſt Thurſday, who' ex- 
pected; to ſee you in the Character of 


> o, and your indiſcreet Attempt to dif 
| miſs the Audience, having, as you confeſz, 
become a Town- talk, and given riſe to many 


idle Fal ſhoods, meerly calculated to injure 


the innocent, yon muſt excuſe me if I relate 
N cy l ro . There 


were 


( 10 * 
were many Witneſſes of what I am about to 
declare; and I know none, except yourſelf, 
whoſe Memory is weak enough to forget it, 
or will be hardy enough to deny SR | 
When it dfew near the Time proper to 
begin the Play, Mr. Gifard and myſelf were 
alarm'd, in the Dreſſing- room, with a Re- 
port, that you declared you would not play, 
becauſe you had not the ſame Robe you wore 
in that Character before; and that you ſaid, 
The Audience muſt be diſmiſid. This Rea- 
ſon for diſmiſſing an Audience, (propos'd by 
you who had no Right to diſmils them) ap- 
pear'd to me ſo weak, I could nor believe it, 
till you came into the Room, and ſwore, 
Unleſs you had that Robe, you would not 
act. This Declaration I looked upon as a 
raſh Expreſſion, the meer Effect of your 
then ruffled Temper ; but could not yer 
ſuppoſe, vou would proceed ſo idly as you 
did: You were then compleatly dreſs'd from 
Head to Foot (as well as ever the Character 
was dreſs d in any Theatre in Treland or Eng- 
land) all but the Robe. 
Upon (Enquiry, it appeared, the Robes 
+ wore. by Cato, Fuba and Sempronius, the 
Aſt Night, were borrowed by Philips, "of. | 
ſome Gentlewoman in this Tows: who | 
bought them in an Auctiòn at London, ſome 
Time fince, but were by no means the Pro- 
perty of the Managers, or any one belonging 
to the Theatre, nor were to be got that 
. Night; ſo that all the Heroes were equally diſ- 
* 


{4 11 * 
appointed of thoſe Trappings. Your Lnipe” 


"ces increaſed; and, tho! another Robe was 


brought you, (che ſame Robe that was made 


new, this Year, for Mr. Husband, in the 
Character of Fulius Ceſar) you perſiſted i in 


having the other ebe. Robe, or 
you poſitively would undreſs, and was deter- 
mined not to play. To everybody's Surprize 
you did undreſs, and, in ſpight of the moſt 
friendly Remonſtrances to the contrary, you 


made a broken kind of Speech to the Audi- 


ence; with which they were ſo ee 
they could not help ſhewing it. | 
Before you went on, I entreated vou (on 
cab meer Exchange of a Rabe) not 3s 6 un- 
politic a Thing, I might. add, unpolite, as 
to think of diſappointing: the Town of their 
1 Lou reply'd, The Vexation: had 


deprived you of your Voice, and rendered 


you incapable of performing: I deſired you 


to conſider, the firſt Act was of ſuch a con- 


fiderable Length, you might have Time 
enough to recover your Temper, and your 
Voice would probably return with it; or if 
the Defect laſted, your attempting to per- 
form would appear ſo obliging, the Audience 


would readily make any Allowances, when 
they knew you had been tuffled, Cc. but to 


think of giving them no Play at all, was what 
1 could not but - Condereer:; would alla 


them. ar. 


To repeat all: was Gai to you on this Qe- 


cally a5 wou. to the Tediouſneſs of this 


B So Recital: 
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Recital: But, as near as I can temember, no- 5 
thing was omitted, in the moſt friendly man- 


ner, to diſſuade TOs: Wop your miſtaken, | 


Purpoſe. LAST) | 
I am . you ſtaid 8 juſt: 


long enough to hear the extraordinary indul- 


gent Reception the Audience were pleaſed to 
beſtow on my propoſing, with their Leave, 
to give them the Play, in the beſt Manner 


we could, fince it was not in our Power to give 


it them fo well as we would. You then ran 
haſtily. out of the Houſe, and ſent a Meſſage 


_ afterwards to the Theatre, That you would 
not, by any means, have your Name delivered 
out for another Play, for you would poli- 
tively act no more. 


1 ſhould. not, Mr. Sis, have given 


you or myſelf this Trouble, but for the many 


Reports 'that fly about, of which, tis ſaid, 


vou are the Author: And ſince I have ads 


vanced fo far, I muſt go a little farther, and 
make a few honeſt Quertes ;. then, giving you 


a little Advice, ſhall ſubmit to the Determi- 


nation of the Publick, whether 1 (as it has 
been inſinuated) ever intended you che leaſt 
Prejudice; or, on the contrary, have not al- 
ways acted towards vou e Gene 
and Good- nature? 

Firſt chen. have 4 not your Latte 
by me, ſent to me when in England, wherein 
you expreſs yourſelf very deſirous of my act 
ing in the ſame Theatre with you, and are 
e for my . over 1 %—tl 
do 
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' the firſt intended Night of King Lear * 0 


9 


2 you not know; your particular Appliea- 
tion fince my Arrival, was oge of my Rrong- 
eſt Motives for 1555 ing in S roch -Alley, where 


Lam likely to have a Law-Suir, for my Ri 


witch the Managers, .tho' I was offer'd the I 


fame Terms from Aungier Street Play-h 
where my Agreement would have been fign'd 


| by a Gentleman of Honour, whole FAY fa 
good! as the Ban? 


Have I not, on e e 1 Sag this 
fams 


Sesfon, in Compliment to yqu, play 
inferior Characters, which, tis well known, I 


had a long time refign'd to FOUNgET adors. in 
England of 

Did 1 omit any Care, orgrudge-any Pains, 
to keep the Audience in Temper, when your 
adder Indiſpolition prevented your playing 
r, 
could 1, for a Brother, have been more active, 


to ſilence the Reports then made co your Proy 


judice ?——/ed u Brute! 
Have not I deſir d you, tho our remaining 
Nights of Playing were few, and we had large 


Sums at Stake, to fix the Plays te your own. 


Mind? 


Have you not been paid a large Part of chat TY; 
freſh Agreement you made, but did not com- 


pleat, while we are unpaid our  Agreeme 
tho!; we have, tis notorious, often ſolicite 


Emptineſs of the Town wouldnot anſwer their 
continuing our Performance But we 


che neicher of Liberty nor our Money. 


Have a 


the Managers to releaſe us, if they found the 


* 


ee 
Have not you often been an Ear- witneſt of 
\thel Propoſals, and as often declar'd, we be- 
bav'd with The greateſt Leniiy, ang ſtricteſt N 
Honour? eine 
Did not your ſudden breakin ng off from 
Playing leave us in a diſpleaſing Dilemma? 
And Was it not reaſonable for us, to propoſe 
acting ſuch Pieces, as might excite the greateſt 
Curioſity in the Town, whereby the Mana- 
gers might be enabled to ** us, and the reſt 
of the Company? L 
Did I not decline 0 al your poßtive De- 
claration, that you would play no more this 
Seaſon) appearing in any Character you had 
perform d? And did you not expreſs yourſelf 
as oblig'd to me, on making you that Com- 
r as you were pleas'd to ter in it? : 
How comes it then, Mr. Sheridan, reported 
chit Mr. Gi#ard, and my ſelf, have intended 
you any Injury? Or from whenee is it ſaid, 
that we (ridiculous, as falſe!) lock d up your 
Oloaths, and did all we could to prevent your 
Playing? This, Sir, has been ſo frequently 
aſſerted, as a Fact related by you, chat you 


ought as a Friend to Truth, to have fully | 


anſwered ſuch monſtrous Falſhoods; or may 
we not reaſonably ſuppoſe, you did ſpread 
ſuch Reports? If you can be the Author of 
fuch naughty Tales, What Language is fir 
to paint youf 

The Letters 1 tend his: Day in the: Dublin 
Journal, if not pſ6" facto eee ye: ſo 
18 an impartial Reader cannot but they 

| „„ - 
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| they 


were, at wi pu work of ſome miſta. 
ken Friend, whoſe Good-nature you had im- 


n on, by falſe Relations: From whom, 
u 


t you, could come the ſatigfactory Reaſons, 
(not ane of which are mentioned) for your not 
performing ? Or the poor low Invectives, and 


mean Inuendoes therein contained?—Whony 


do you mean, by Defgning Wretches, and 


Theatrical Politicians? Or what can you in- 


tend but to inſinuate, you have been artfully 


drove from the Stage, when you know your 


Abſence from thence is abſolutely Tm_ own 


Act and Deed? 


Fiel fie l ſtick to Truth, or be aſheatod of 
ſuch; publick Addreſſes, or to ſnow your F ace 


after them. 


May.not one ſuppole, Maſter Sinnen the 
kind and civil Intention of theſe two Letters, 
is to create a Diſturbance. in the anne Aba 

8 470 me Wiens you, whe) a Rebuff to | 


an Actor appears. premeditated. and ee 
from! Prejudice, ſuch Treatment may 


poor Player out of Humour; but ſure it ought 


not to put him out of Countenance. 


If you withdraw yourſelf. from the Theatre 


fir: a Time, muſt all Diverſion ſtop till your 


Return t If a Vintner bas not Ortelans, or any 


other extraordinary Painties, in the Larder, 
will his Gueſts think it impertinent, if they 
are intreated to take ſuch DOrmaly Entertain- 
ment as the Houſe affords ? And if the 


een pk a ſerve as a 2 F oil to the Bril- 


visuelle = liancy 
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1 liancy of your Performance, why ſhoold you 
be angry, at what, if you'd keep your Tem- 


per, might prove fo conſolable to you) 
Dear Tommy, don't prove ſuch a Dog in a 
Manger; if you don't chuſe Oats, why ſhould 
you ſtarve the reſt of the Theatrical Cattle? 
Have more Compaſſion on your Fellow- Crea 

tures, or Fellow -· Comedians. 
But Maſter Tommy, may we not ſhrewdly 
ſuſpect, tho' your Performances have been hi- 
therto moſtly tragical, you have given your 
Mind a little Bent towards Comedy, and, in 
thoſe Studies, have taken aHint fromCongreve's 


Petulant? who, to keep up an extraordinary 
Reputation, was notorious, under a Diſguiſe, 


for calling for himſelf at a Coffee - houſt; 
where he would ſometimes, in a Maſk, ſend 
in for himſelf, wait for himſelf, nay, and not 
finding himſelf, would frequently leave a Ler- 
ter for himſelf : Faith you are highly 

in Luck in improving a Hint I find. . 


But let me aſſe you a Home Queſtion 


Has not a great deal of that fuſs of Mind, 


you have lately ſhewn, been more owing to 


your Diſappointment, that the Audience would 
not depart, when you declar'd your high and 
mighty Diſpleaſure, becauſe you had not the 
ſelf ſame gew- gaw, tinſel Train, more than 


from any Fears you had of having diſpleasd 


them? Or was it nangry, becauſe any one was 
permitted (under great Diſadvantages) meer ly 
to attempt, what they had never in their Lives 


a Thought of performing? Why this is the 


paſſionate 


7 


r 


eh ee 


GRS 


Gn 7 
- paſſionate Extravaganze of our Brother PI- 
Tol, who, ſcorning all Contradiction, or 


Competition, bounces about in his Boots, 


kicks bis Heels with Fury againſt the Stage, 
and ſwell'd with ſwaggering Rage and Non- 
ſenſe cries, * Shall Dunghill Curs confront 


„ with Helicon, &c.— Shall Pack-Horſes 
and hollow pamper'd Jades of 4fa, that 


* cannot travel thirty Miles a-day, compare 


* with Cæſar, and with Cannibals, and with 


* Trojan Greeks, &c. &c.” Bur, as our Friend 


' _Tho' I don't think there is any thing perſo- 
nally terrible about you, yer I own you a 
Gentleman of great Formidability, who have 


the Power, if von e trney{and you Enes, hon 


have talk'd at that paw-paw rate) of calling 


_ down the Barracks, on any one you conde- 


ſcend to be diſpleas d with: Pray, do you 
mean the Stone Buildings? for I can't ſup- 
poſe you preſume to have any Command over 
the Gentlemen there, as I never heard of any 


Commiſſion the King had yet honoured you 


wich; and I believe there is hardly any there 
will think it worth their while, to attend the 
Call'of your Whiſtle, to a filly Riot: I am 


rather inclinable to think, the worthy Spirits 


there, are more impatient. to attend the Call 
of a Trumpet, at this glorious Juncture, and 
be in Actions worthy of them And for 


the Gentlemen of the College, Sir, no Inſinu- 


ation ſhall make me dread ill Uſage from thoſe, 


whoſe Birth and Bdueation will never ſuffer 


8 them 


7 18 ) 
1 W to Hört the Innocent, nor can 1 affront 


them with ſo ungenteel a Thought, that they 
will be the Tools of your wrong - plac'd Re- 


ſentment Mr. Sheridan, your Behaviour 


has extorted this from me, and as your Con- 


ſcience muſt tell you, I never meant you the 


leaſt Injury, ſhould you by any little Art aim 
thro' Pique or Paſſion, unhoſpitably to hurt 


E Stranger, i it would be an Act wants a Name, 


and require ſuch Language to anſwer, as would 


but ill become the Mouth of a Gentleman, or 


be fitting for the Ears of the Publick. = 

As my Stay here will be but very ſhort, ; 

7 but defire (what I will not doubt meetin 
with) a candid Reception for the few Nights 


1 have to play, from the good-natured Town, 


whoſe paſt Favours I am proud of; to confeſs 


them is but an Act of Gratitude : Nor will I 
therefore think myſelf liable to the Imputation 
of a boaſting Vanity Let me, Mr. Sberidan, 


give you this friendly Caution — Do not 


run into an Error moſt young Men, in our 


Buſineſs, have been too guilty of, who think 
their Merits are but barely paid, 'when their 
Reception is moſt favourable ; and take that 


as their Due, which is moſtly the Effect of a 


generous Diſpoſition, in the Town, to en- 
courage and ſupport a riſing Genius when- 


ever it appears Tho? People may be as 
fond of ſuch, for a while, as Gallants are of 
a new Miſtreſs yet if Vanity and Caprice 
prevail, in fuch Performer, grown wild and 
wanton with Succets,” they know when to 
* withdraw 
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withdraw their Favours, nor is it eaſy t to re- 
If ever I ſee you in England, 
Fil be moſt unmercifully reveng'd of you, 
for your Miſtakes towards me; and will ab- 
ſolutely endeavour, to make your Reception 
there, as pleaſing to you, as you may have 
wiſh'd mine ſhould have been here diſpleaſing 
to me, But let us now mind our Buſineſs, and 
no more trouble the Publick with our Theat= 
rical-Important-Nothings.— They will 
ions laugh at us for our * 2485 #1 


gain them 


Ta am yours, &c. 
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EB UOY ĩ 7ùðöU« HOW Frida Morning; 705 44 
0 there were many Witneſſes of the tu- 
multuous Riot, which you occafioned' 
faſt Night at the Theatre (for which the 
Town are highly obliged to you) I ſhall make 
no Reflections on it; but leave the Relation 
thereof to the Impartial, and Unprejudic'd : 
I'fay you occaſioned ; for, the Pretence 
of the College being offended, is a meer Pre- 
rence: They are Men of Reaſon, and will not 
reſent without a Cauſe: Nor is it a Reflection 
on the Society, that a few may be miſled, by 
their miſtaken Partiality to you; that ought 


no more to bring an Odium on ſuch a large 


and worthy Body, than that you were, once, 


an unworthy Member thereof, which the 
| Majority, by this Time, Probably wiſh you 


ne er had been. 
Your Behaviour, Friend T, bomas, has "IR 


fo bad, I doubt if the ſmalleſt or loweſt Body 


of People would chuſe you co mingle with 
them ; I ſcarce believe, the moſt indifferenc 
Troop of Stroling Players, would chuſe to 
rank with you. Vet tis methinks a Pity! 
You ſhould not be quite loſt to the Stage; 
fince, tho' you are not equal to all Parts, there 
are two, I'll venture to fay, you'll always 
make an extraordinary Fi Ligure in; I mean the 
Characters 


| 7 21) i 
Characters of FR. nk and Spada: Yow 
ſeem to have ſtudied and practiſed them tho- 


roughly I cannot ſuppoſe my Frankneſs 
to you can have offended any Set of Gentle» 
| men: Are you not free to anſwer for your- 
J ſelf, in any Manner you think proper? And, 
/ as to the Gentlemen of the College, I here 
| _ folemnly declare, Iam not conſcious of having 
deſign'd the leaſt Offence to them, in Word, 
| in Deed, or even in Thought. Z 
1 Would any friendly Monitor convince me, 
4 how tis poſſible for me, to have ſaid, or done 
t 


ought to the Offence of any one in chis King 
dom (you Maſter Tommy excepted) I ſhould 
de aſham'd not to acknowledge my Error, 
1 and wouldreadily as I ought, aſk their Pardon. 
y But why ſhould 1 wonder at your un- 
t hoſpitable Attempts towards a Stranger, when 
8 you could ſo unmercifully threaten even a 
„ Brother, with being ill uſed, if he preſumed 
8 to play any Part of yours; this is a Fact, 
u naughty paughty 7 ommy, too well bon by 


many for you to deny. 
n But, pray Sir, by Shas AA Of Parkbitnent do 
= you lay this monopotizing Claim, that, even 
A. during your Abſence from the Stage, no one 
it HF muſt preſume to appear in any Part you pleaſe 
0 to call yours? Thou dear Mock-Monarch,, 
y! have Copper Crowns and Tinſell d Robes S 
3 elated thee, as to think thy Commands are 
re abſolute ?- I wonder you have not pub- 
ys liſhed your Royal Mandate, to all the Tbeatres 
he in in hiſs Majeſty's Dominions, Tow none ſhall 
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dare attempt any Character you have but 
Thou really ſeemeſt to be 


thought of. 


ſuch a choice Sort of a Monarch, as your Bro- 


ther Jommy Tbumb's King Arthur. Why, 


while the 3 looks gloomy from your Ab- 5 


ſence, do you not cry out with him, 


Let nothing but a Face of Grief appear, 
40 The Man that ſmiles this Day, ſhall loſe 


his Head, 


« That he may bave no Head to ſmile 


withal. 


But pray, ſweet meager Sir, where aid you 


prudentially retire during this noble Riot ? 
were you ſolacing your calicoe Carcaſs, and 
keeping up your poor Spirits, with Punch, or 
Claret, and ſmiling at the Clangor of the 
diſtant War ?—— Mr. Pope has a Line draws 
thy Picture ſtrongly in ſuch Circumſtances. 
A Fiendin Glee ridiculouſly grim! 


Really, lovely Youth, I am no Quixote, : 


to fight Windmills, nor yet a Draucanſir to 


encounter Multitudes, nor an Jago to attack 


Men in the Dark.—Bur there is no Terror in 
Maſter Sberidan alone, nor can he wear any 


Shape himſelf, will ever make me alter an 


honeſt Purpoſe, or prevent my telling him 
any neceſſary Truth. In ſhort, uſe no Falla- 
cies to betray miſtaken Numbers into your 


Cauſe, and I ſhall but deſpiſe you. 
Approach Thou like the rugged-Ruſjan 
| Dear 


The arm d Rhinoceros, or : Hyrcanian 


Tiger; «T ke 
ake 
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Take any Shape but 7 bat, and my firm 
Nerves 
Shall never tremble; 3 or revive a i 
And dare me to tbe Dart with thy 
Sword, | 
If any Sinew thriok, proclaim n me then 
The Baby of a Girl, . n. | 
Shadow. 


Shakeſ pear. 
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7 Mr. SHE RI DA Nes 


Second ADDRESS, 
| To the T OW N. 


Was in Hopes I ſhould not have had Oc- 
I caſion to trouble the Publick any more, 

bur farther Misfortunes falling on me, 
and farther Crimes laid to my Charge, have 
put me under the Necefliry of vindicating 
myſelf. 

It bas been ſaid, chat 1 ſpirited up the 
Scholars to prevent Mr. Cibber's performing 
laſt Tburſday.— In anſwer to this, I moſt 
ſolemnly declare, that upon reading the Ad- 
vertiſement which they had put in Faulkner's 
Journal, without my Knowledge, out of 
Zeal to my Intereſt, I made it my Buſineſs 
to find out the Gentlemen who had drawn it 
up, and by all the Arguments I was Maſter 
of, drew a Promiſe from them that they 
would not go to the Play- Houſe the above 
Night. For the Truth of this, I appeal to 
themſelves. They have already publiſh'd an 


| Advertiſement in Reilly's Paper of laſt Satur- 


day, in which they have entirely clear d me, 
and given Reaſons why they alter'd their Re- 
ſolution. Moſt. of theſe Gentlemen I was 

hardly 


2 * 


v 


"I 


| henths PORES to; if I had had « Defip on to. 
have oe a Party in the College, I + Xn 
it was moſt probable, that I ſhould have ap- 
plied to ſuch as I bad the pleaſure of know - 


ing: I appeal. to them then, or any of them, 


whether I ever ſpoke to them on that Head, 


unleſs it was to uſe their Endeavours to pre- 


1 vent any ſuch Reſolution being enter d into. 


Tho the Publick may have but little Re- 
ard to my bare Word > this Occaſion, 
if they confider, that after. ſo ſolemn a 


- claration, if what 1 tay be falſe, . I put it * 


the Power of any one of theſe Gentſemen, at 


any Time, to prove me a Scoundrel, if they 


conſider. how low I muſt fall, even in OE. 


Opinions, ſhould 1 1. what they know to 
be a Lye, under my 
ner, I hope no one will think, that I would, 


and in a public Man- 


with * Fler open, commit ſuch a Piece. of 


| Ely: 


N 


End wake) it anſwer ? ? Th never look d on 5 8 22 


Cibber as an Antagoniſt of mine; 3 I always. 


had ſo mean an Opinion of him in his Cha- 
racers in Tragedy, that 1 would not even 


wiſh that he ſhould have the Reputation of 


being ſuch, by any Oppoſition made on my. 
Part; I hope t the SOT will meg believe, 


NAG. -- 


tank 
that 1 bad no Cauſe to be eld of hls i 
appearing in any Character of mine. . 
As to the impudent and feurrilous Epiſtle 
which Mr, eber publith'd, 1 was determin'd 
to rake no Notice of it, for I rhoveht him in 
Reſpect beneath my loweſt Reſentment; 

1918 not bare to wreſtle with a Sweep- chim- 

: But as J find there are a few who do 

= 'know the Man, led away by his falſe 
Reprefentations, and as he has endeavoured” 

to abuſe that noble Principle, for which this 
Kingdom js ſo juſtly famed, and which I hope 
we. ſha}! peyer loſe, I mean that generous 
irit of Hoſpitality derived te us from our 
- bing to bis own * Ends and 
Purpoſes, 1 think it N 1 1 

| Seb aud 5 the Sake of the Publick, to 
unmaſk this 7ago, and lay him o 10 —4 
World. In order to Fd this, Tell deg 
leave to ſtate one Fat, 
Tube Nighr that I was to have performed. 
Cato, (an unforcynate Night for me, when 4 
chouſand unforeſten Accidents had thrown 
me into ſuch a diforder'd State of Mind as F 
had never known before), I found of a ſud- 
den Mr, Cibber's Behayiour, which before 
was very complaiſant, or rather meanly ſub- 
ſe was totally changed ; inſtead 4 try- 
all Methods to appeaſe a Perſon beſide 
bimfelf with Paſſion, he did all be could to 
_ Matters: When asked him what 
auld do in this Exigence, for want of qa 
Rope ? he anſwered, ſomewhat ſhortly, play 


without 
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him hat a deſpica 


an 
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a Robe: When, upon that, I laid open to 

; deſpicable Figure 1 ſhould make 
he.turn'd upon his Heel, and faid, D—n 


if I eare what you do, the Play ſhall not 


ſtand ſtill for you and immediately wem 
and ordered the Prompter to draw up the 


Curtain. When I heard this, 1 was ſtunn'd 


at the Inſolence of the Fellow, who neither 
had any Right to command in chat Houle; 
nor was in any Shape intereſted in rhe Event 
of that Night. It pur me paſt all Patience, 


and the Terror 1 was under, leſt the Curtain 


ſhould be drawn up before 1 had Time 8 


make an Apology, at 4 Time that I found 


myſelf incapable of playing, made me ruſh 


like a Madman . on ile Stage, 
before I had conſidered hat I ſhould ſay ts 
the Audience, Mr. Gibber, to my great 
Surprize, came on [immediately after me, 
« x very officiouſly (to give it no harſhet a 
Term) offered to read the Part of Cato, at 
the ſame Time that he was to play Sypbau. 


* 


I ay officiouſly ; for if I can make it 


that he was no way concerned, either in Po 


- +. 


* 


5 4 Intereſt or Money, the World will judge 


. Mr. Cibber knows, that the Actors had 


2 to ſeize on the Receipts of that 
the next, (the entire Receipts of which wers 
to be mine) to pay themſelves their Salaries, 


t, and all the ſucceeding ones, except 


»* 


of which 77 | had been ; defrauded by 12 
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knows, that the Reaſon of his continu ing to 
play on afterwards, was only to fulfil his 


Agreement, that he might have an Opportu- 
nity of ſuing the Perſons he contracted with 
for the Sum ſtipulated. He knows (notwith- 
ſtanding his plauſible Precence in his Epiſtle, 


for chuſing the Characters which he gave 


out) that he intended to perform, in theſe 
Words, © And was it not reaſonable for us 
« propoſe acting ſuch Pieces, as might ex- 


1 cite the greateſt Curioſity in the Town, 


« whereby the Managers might be enabled to 
« pay us and the reſt of the Company. I ſay, 
he knows that not a Shilling of this was ei- 
ther to go to the Managers, or to them. He 


knows, that he had a Lawyer's Opinion, 


That it was not neceſſary for him to perform 
the Number of Nights mentioned in their 
Agreement, it was ſufficient if he was ready to 
perform them in the limited Time. He knows, 
that he reckoned into one of the Number the 
Play of the Rebearſal, which was diſmiſſed . 
the Night before. What then could prompt 


Mr. Cibber, to make ſuch an extravagant 


and impudent Propoſal to the Audience, as 
that of reading the Character of Cato, when 
at the fame Time he was to play Sypbax. 1 
ſay, what could prompt him to give himſelf. 
ſo much unneceſſary Trouble, if he was no 
way obliged to it, either in Point of Duty, 


Intereſt, or Money. It was a malicious and 
wicked Scheme which he had long had in 
Agitation, and which my Misfortune that 


Night 


Ga} 


Nig be firſt gave him an 1 of pu- 


ring" in Practice. It was a Deſign of buildiog ; 5 


his Fame upon my Ruin. 


In order to prove this, I ſhall, firſt of all, 
give a ſhort Account of my Behaviour 5 


Mr. Cibber, ſince his Arrival in this King- | 
dom. To proceed in his own Method, I 


ſhall beg leave to ask him a few Queſtions. | 
Is he not conſcious, that had it not been 


for me, he could not have ſer his Foot on 


any Stage in this Kingdom? 

Did I not quaſh a Cartel, which was Ggn- 
ed by the Managers of both Companies, un- 
der ſevere Penalties, to exclude him from 
acting on either Stage? | i 

Did I not, as a Stranger, treat him win © 
all Civility, tho the unhappy Character he 


labour d under wenne _ ae any £ 
| Friendibip with him? 85 


Was I not a principal Means of preventing EY, 
the Trial between Mr. Sloper and him, and 
the Letters which paſſed between him and 


his Wife, from being reprinted here ſoon | 
after his Arrival: And did I not commiſſion . * 


a Friend to offer the Expence of the Im- 


preſſion, out of my own Pocket, rather than OY 
a Stranger ſhould be hurt? | . 


Did I not promiſe him, to Andy an any new. | 
Character for his ſecond Benefit? (A Favour: 


which I had refuſed. ro ochers much . 


worthy of it.) 8 5 
Did I nor, when: 1 founs Mr. Philips tri- | 


fling with him, and TW to perfotm the, _ 


Contract, 


Be ton} : 
Contract, before his Face declare, that I 


Mr. Philips hereaftet, if he did not pay 
him, nay, more, offer d to play with Mr. 
Cibber in the other Heuſe; to try by that 
Meatis to make up bis Loſs 7 
Did not Mr. Cibber fay on that Occaſion, 
that I behav'd with ſuch Honour, and laid 
him under ſuch Obligations, that he only 
wiſh'd for an Opportunity to return them? 
The firſt he had was the above - mentian'd 
unhappy Night. Might net one reaſonablß 
expect after all this, chat Mr. Cibber would 
not try to injure me, if I did nothing to in- 
jure him? But he had worn the Maſk too 
long, he found an Opportunity of throwing 
it off, and leapd at it with the greateſt Ea- 
gerneſs, notwithſtanding the many Obliga- 
tions I' had laid him under to me; he could 
not forgive me, that my Name brought full 
Houſes, when he was obliged. to diſmifs, or 
to play to empty Bencties. His Envy, Spleen, 
and Malice, which long lay ſmother d in 
his Breaſt, now burſt forth into a Blaze. He 
faw me under the Neceſſity of diſappointing 
am Audience, and conſequently diſobliging 
them. He contributed as far as in him lay 
to the one, and was determin d to improve 
nne, baps Berk boys Tor Jr Ewen 7» 
- E have already ſhewn, that he was not ob- 
liged, by any Principle of Duty ot Profit, to 
this Work of Supererogation ; it mult be 
chen from ſome other Morive, Cumplaiſance 


bl 


Audience greatly offended at the Diſapp 
ment they met with in my not 


(3 
fa the Audience perhaps ————Itmpodent as 
he is, he cannot think that to doing ſo un- 
ptecedented a Thing, as that of reading a 


capital Part, and playing another at the 


ſame Time, could give them any Pleaſure; 
an Attempt which no one but himfelf could 
ever have thought of, and which even his 
own Hardineſs muſt have been ſhoeked at, 
had he not had the blackeſt Malice in his 
Heart to prompt him to it. He faw the 
ein- 
able ro+ 

perform, and very juſtly coo, finee it was 


not in my power to give them the Reaſons: 


which prevented it. He laid hold of ctris 


Opportunity, at once, ta run me down in 


he. Opinion _ L 0 World; and ingratizes/ 
mſel en Appearance of an officious/ 
Feat to d every T 2 that might give Pleg- 


ſure to the Public. He hoped by this Means 


to drive mg out of the Kingdom, and to.eſta— 
bliſh himſelf here for the next Winter, as he 
knows it is impoſſible for him to return to 
Longon. This is the more probable, as F had 
often dechar'd in Confidence to him, that 
ſhould never he able to ſtand the Shoe of 
any =_ form'd againſt me. His ſubſe- 
ent Behaviour is a 2 Proof of his 
4h For after I had left the Playhouſe,” 
and ſent Word in the Heat of Paffion, that 1 
ſhould never play there again, Mr. Cibber, 
for Fear I ſhould cool upon. it, or try to re- 
— the enn of the Town to; me 
n again, 
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again, in a violent Hurry gave out three 
7 Plays together, (a moſt unuſual Thing, unleſs 


in caſe of Benefits) in two of which he was 


to appear in Characters of mine. By this 
Means, let me have been ever ſo innocent, 
had not che other Company been in Town, 1 
muſt have quitted the Field to 1 and left 
him triumphant. 


This was not all- my 
When I endeavour'd.t to o vindicate mylelf « to 


che Public, and make an Apology for not 


performing, Mr. Cibber undertook to anſwer 


me. What Right, or what Colour like to 


Right, had he to undertake. it? I made no 
mention of bim in the Paper which I pub- 


liſh'd, tho' I had a juſt Reaſon to do it; be- 


cauſe I. did not care to be embroil'd with a 


Man of bis troubleſome Temper, who has 


always kept every Theatre in Which he was 
engag'd in hot Water. I had hitherto. had 


no Quarrel to him, I had done him ſome 


Favours, ſhould. he not if he had the leaſt 
Humanity (to leave Gratitude. out of the 
Queſtion) have endeavour'd rather to clear 
me in the Opinion of the Town than endea- 
vour'd to hurt me. I cannot find that he 

himſelf has given any tolerable Colour for 


his entering fo cavalierly a Volunteer in the 


Cauſe. His ſetting out, where certainly he 
ought to have given ſome Reaſon Fg his 


undertaking ſuch a Part, is no more than 


this; Mr. Sheridan, Your injudicious: Diſe 


« eee of che Company laſt T. PIR: x 
6 * who | 


, 7 


| (33) _ 

« who expetted to fee you in the Character 
«« of Gare, and your indiſcreet Attempt ta 
« ditmiſs the Audience, having, as you con- 
et fels, become a Town-talk,. and given Riſe 

to many idle Falſhoods, merely calculated 

© to ipjure the Jongeent, you muſt excuſe 
% me if I relate the Fact, ſtrictly adhering to 


* Truth.“ 80 that here he does not 5 


to give any Reaſon, only, You muſt 8 
Here and thro' the whole Epiſtle, 


may obſerve hy his ill-natur'd and bitter 1 G 
preſſions, his perſonal Pique and Spleen ra 
me, who never had injur'd him. Mr. Cibber 


mentions is the Courſe of his Letter, hk ; 
he heard I had ſpread about ſeveral Repor 
to his Daaden dinge, but why did Mr. Cibber, 


whoſe Motto to this Epiltle is, Jt is lind of 


Slander to truſt to Rumour, ſo readily believe 
thoſe. Reports of one with whom he had 
hitherto Vd os a good Footing, Mr. Giffard 


had heard the ſame Thing in regard to him» 


ſelf, but he, like a Gentleman, came and 


ask'd me the Truth of it, and I ſatisfy d 
hien. Why did not Mr. Cibber, if he had the 
leaſt of a Gentleman about him, þchave in 


the ſame Manner, be fore he ventur'd co pub» 


lich them to the World, and draw. Conclu- 


fions from them, as Truchs, to my Diſadvan · 
tage? No, Mr. Cibber neither wanted, nor 


| with 'dthar I ſhould juſtify.myſclf ; his Affairs 


were grown fo deſperate, that he had no 


Hope left, but by a Train of villangus Ca- 


W and a Profuſion of ſcurrilous Lan- 
5 „ > 
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0 34) 
guage, to try to make me do ſomething mon- 
ſtrous, to plunge me ſtill deeper in the Diſ- 
pleaſure of the Town; at leaſt he had Hopes 
that this Conduct might rouſe (perhaps) the 
indiſcreet Zeal of ſome of my Friends or 


Well- wiſhers, to attempt ſomething againſt 


him, which be would be ſure to lay at my 
Door. ' Unhappily for me, the. latter Parr 
ſucceeded to his Wiſh. 

To prove that this was bis Prinodple, I 
ſhall only make uſe of one Argument. I 


| ſhall not pretend to juſtify or condemn the 


Gentlemen of the College, it is not my Buſi- 
neſs, and the World may eaſily ſee how tick- 
lim a Point that would be for me to handle. 
All I ſhall endeavour to do, is, .to prove thar 
Mr. Cibber, knowingly and willingly, brought 
it upon himſelf. He treated the Advertiſe- 


ments which they had put into the Journal, 


in a contemptuous and inſolent Way, on a 
Suppoſition that they were mine. But no 
one ſhall make me believe that any Man of 


common Senſe, as I will allow Mr. Cibber 


to be, could ſuppoſe me either fooliſh enough 
or baſe enough to do it. Had I wrote ſuch 


an Advertiſement in the Name of the Gentle- 


men of the College, was it not natural for 
them to enquire who it was that dar'd to 
make uſe of their Name, and had I done it, 
what Puniſhment would have been 100 great | 
for my Preſumption ? 

Mr. Cibber might eaſily have 1 of 


Mer. Faulkner, "WARE they had left it there 


l We 


55S 295% 41, RS, tage 


» 


„ 
t 
f 


£3): 


or no. Upon this Probability then, that he 
muſt have known it was theirs, what could 


Mr. Cibber expect from a Ser of young Gen- 


tlemen, who are, thro' their Vouth, warm? 
What could be hope for, but that they would 
ſhew their Reſentment for this contemptuous 


Manner of treating what they had wrote? 
Nay, muſt he not expect, that probably they 
would think themſelves bound in Honour to 


take ſome publick Method of eonvincing him 
that they had wrote it, leſt, the Calumny 
which he had caſt upon me, t thro' their St- 


lence, ſhould be fix'd upon me. People may 


wonder, that Mr. Cibber ſhould. run ſuch 4 


Riſque from-ſuch a Motive ; but he has been 


ſo — d to Things of this Nature, chat 
they appear to him but as common Matters. 
The Pleafure he propoſed to himſelf in having 


an Opportunity of diſplaying his Eloquence 


the next Day, of throwing at the Feet of the 


Public an unfortunate Stranger , unhoſpitably 
us d, and above all, the joyful Hope of being 
able to fix this Diſturbance upon me, as it's 
Author, would, he thought, more than com- 
penſate for any Thing he could ſuffer. 


Mr. Cibber i is the more inexcuſable, as | 


took all Pains to prevent his doing any raſh 
Thing, which might draw more Odium an 


him from the Gentlemen of the College; 1 


told Mr. Wright and ſeveral others of the 

Players, that it might reach his Ears, that I 
| had been with the Gentlemen of the College, 
to N * Miſchief, not for Mr. Grbher's 


E 2 og | 8 


(36) 
ſake, 20 I dwed him no Favour) but my 
own: That I had laid open to them the ill 
Conſequences that would attend me, ſhould 
any Diſturbance happen at the Theatre; that 
upon this, they had all promiſed in a ſolemn 
Manner, not to go; and I bid them aflure 
Mr. Cibber, that he need not fear any Inter- 
ruption. Notwithſtanding this, he publiſh'd 
his Epiſtle afterwards, wherein the Gendle- 
men of the College chought themſelves per 
ſonally A-rezaibd, and were rouz'd into ſuck 
a Rape, as no Endeavours of mine «or. all 
Mankind could have appeas'd. + 
Does not this Conduct of his enden 
prove, that he ſhut his Eyes to Conviction, 
that he was determin'd at all Events to purſue 
the Scheme he had laid down ; it either muſt 
be owing to this, or ro the ſtrangeſt Infatuat ion 
That ever polleſſed Man. As to Mr. Cibber's 
Poſtſcript, I read it without any. Emotion, 
and heartily thank him for it. He has there 
painted himſelf in fironger'Coloursthan either 
I could, or my Humanity would ſuffer me 
me to do. His ridiculous Challenge, in the 
true Stile of an Ancient Piſſol, ſent to me by 
all the News- Boys in Town, I deſpiſe. He 
bas put himſelf, by his Behaviour, far be- 
neath the Footing of a Gentleman. Idhall go 
about my Buſineſs as uſual, if T am errack'd, 
1 ſhall endeavour to defend myſelf, nor 
ſhall I ever be afraid of any who dare do 
Wrong. And now I have dene wich him — 
1am ſorry 1 have n — do ſhew 
any 


| AY. 
KP Ie, bad a Light, bur che World 5 
_ muſt do me the Juſtice to own, he has ford 
me to do it in my on Defence. I ſhall 
trouble my Head uo archer with bim. but 
_— him to Heav'n, 
Au to the Thorns 0 in bis 2 lodge, 
To guad and fling bim. d 
It is now Time I Tan adgreſs myſelf 2p 
the Publick. There ate two Things laid 20 
my Charge one is, that I ſpirited up the 
Gentlemen of the College to raiſe a Diſtux- 
bance in the Theatre. 4 heavy Chas 
Indeed, if true: I have dane all what is in 
Power of Man to char myſelf of it, and 1 
hope there is none af the leaſt Humanity hut 
will acquit me. Ihe other i is, That 4 wril- 
liogly diſobliged the Publick in not Playing 
the Parc of Carta. 
I ꝑpubliſhed an Apoltig agy, bet wichout con- 
ſulting a See of great Knowledge 
and Ex m the World, in it, which, 
perhaps, che — af my Friends 
ee a ſufficient Defenpe. Perhaps, in- 
* Timpoſed on myſebf as well as them. 
If chere be any who thipk 1 meant then 
an Offence, that 1 did it bio Wangonneſs, 
or thro Contempt of the Audience, I heartily 
aſk their Pardon; and the only Way I have 
left to make them: Amendy, is to exert y- 
ſelf in that Character an Thurſday next, if 
they will honour me with their Company 
that Night. The Marter is come to this 
Ifue, chat 1 muſt either eile ar fall in the 


1 55 33 
Opinion of the World by the Event of chat 
Night. If I am the Perſon Mr. Cibber re- 
preſents ; if I was an unworthy Member of 
the College; (which my old Cotemporaries 
there, and choſe Ornaments of Learning, the 
Fellows, who knew my Behaviour, will 
hardly take his Word for) if I am not fit to 
be received in a Company of Strollers, (for 
which Compliment the many People of Fa- 
ſhion, who have honour'd mg with their 
Acquaintance in private, and their Approba- 
tion in publick, are much obliged to him) I 
am not indeed worthy of your Countenance : 
You all know me; I have lived amongſt 
you ; if have the leaſt Title to your Favour, 
1 hope the Good- nature of my Friends, and 
the Benevolence of the Publick, which * 
| have ſo often, and in ſo extraordinary. a Man- 
ner experienced, will not deſert me in this 
Exigence, nor ſuffer me to fall a Sacrifice to 
the mean Artifice, and be baniſhed my Coun- 
try by the wicked Schemes of a no, I 
© will not put myſelf ſo much on a Footing 
with him, as to call him by the Name he 
deſerves who, I am well aſſur d, dare 
a not ſhew his Face in his own. 
If any Expreſſions too warm or . 
-bave drop'd from me, in the Courſe of this 
Addreſs, I hope for the Indulgence of the 
Publick, when I inform them that I have 
been obliged to draw-it up. almoſt in the 
Space of one Day, and that too in no very 
” raſy Stars of Mind: For I 9 hs 
de 


(39). 
the innocent Man, tho“ he bas great Ad- 
vantages over the other, feels leſs than the 
Man of Guilt, while he is labouring under a 
Load of Calumny. My whale Intention 
was to endeavour to clear myſelf, with all 


Duty, Deference and Submiſſion to the 
Fe whoſe 


Humble Servant J am, 


20 "Troxas b 


PROPER REPLY 


To. A. Larue 
SCURRILOUS LIBEL, 


11 1717 LED, 


4, 


Mr. SHERIDAN An DRESS to the Town. 
Ge : Wedneſday 8 Fu 11 11, 1743: | 
HEN I call this a Proper Reply, I 
mean ſuch a one as may be fitting 
For the Publick to read, and not ſuch 
a one as Sheridan ought to receive; without 
playing the Critick on his nonſenſical, tautolo- 
gical Stile, and rambling Inconnections, 1 
ſhall only take this Notice of his Scurrility: 
Foul Language, in an Addreſs to the Publick, 
is an Affront to their Ears; tis a Breach of 
gdod Manners, and almoſt as unpardonable as 
throwing Glaſſes, &c. in Company, there is 
neither Wit, Senſe, Pleaſantry or Bravery in 
either. Thar it is ſaid by many that Mr. 
Sheridan ſpirited up ſome Perſons to create @ 
_ Difturbance in the Theatre, is a known Truth, 
and it is alſo a Truth, that many firmly believe 
it, from well grounded Reaſons. SHERIDAN'S 
pretending to know nothing of the Advertiſ- 
ment and Letter, firſt publiſh'd in Mr. Faulè- 
er's Journal, is not at all ſurpriſing, after 
1 many 
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many other Things my modeſtly + 
to aflerr, even when Numbers know the con- 
trary. Mr. ARNE told me at the Rainbow- 
Coffee-Houſe, on Wedneſday laſt, in Company. | 
with ſeveral others, that he had been juſt 
talking with Mr. Falkner at the Globe Coffte- 
Houſe, who, among other Things,declar'd his 
Opinion, that it was indiſcreet in Mr, Sheri- 
dan to cauſe, or ſuffer, ſuch Things to be 
publiſh'd ; it would be more likely to preju- 
dice than ſerve him, &c. and that he had ad-. 
vis'd Mr. Sheridan to the contrary; — whoſe 
Reply was—— He was determin d. Beſides 
this, tis notorious he had ſeveral Perſons to 
dine or ſup with him, on different Days, and 
had loſt no Time, nor ſpared any Money in 
Chair-Hire, &c. to alarm all Parts of the Town, 
as well as his particular Intimates, he was an 
injur'd' Per oh forſoothl -tho' in what has not. 
yet appear'd, Add to this his previous Decla- 
rations to any one's appearing in any Part he 
had thought of playing; his threatning them 
with an ill Reception from his Friends, over 
whom he boaſted a particular Sway: (no great 
Compliment to them by the way) and what 
muſt we think of this Man; or what Regard 
ought the Publick to have either tohis Word 
or Oath? - * 
The Riot that enſued: on the 7 hurſday fol- 
lowing, is known to the whole Town; their 
Sentiments of it will better come from their 
Mouths than my Pen. The Town's ge- 
erous and uncommon Reception and Pro- 
W r tection 


tection of me ſince, was an Inſtance what an 
Abhorrence they had of the former raſh Be- 
haviour of a few, miſled by a very bad Man: 
—— 1 muſt have Recourſe to his Vocabulary, 
Cer I can find Words low enough to paint 
him. The kind Treatment the Publick af- 
forded me on Monday Night, Þ am conſcious, | 
was more owing to their ſpirited hoſpitable 
Uſage of a Stranger, than any Merics my 
Attempts to pleaſe them could lay claim to: 
I have a ſincere and grateful Senſe of their 
Favours; it warms my — and I ſhall al- 

ways think it a Duty incumbent on me, loud- * 

ly to acknowledge an Act ſo much to their 

Honour: I eonfeſs it here, and ſhall not forget 
it when in Englund, to which Place I am re- 
turning ſpeedily ;——tho? the modeſt, the 
brave Mr. Sheridan, whoſe Veracity is to be 
ranked with his other Virtues, is pleaſed to 
aſſert the Impoſſibility of my returning. 1 
ſhall contradict him by Facts, not by dirty 
Language. 

Let me-inform- hen, all bd Exprefiiens re- 
tort upon the Slanderer; let then his own ſcur- 
rilous Libel ſtickè on himſelf, till he wipes it 
off like 4 Gentleman. His Affectation of 
treating me with Contempt, as an Actor, is 
ſuch a pretty Piece of preſumptive Vanity, 


2 


that his choice Opinion alone ſhould lead the 


Town, and ſueh a paltry Puff of his own 
Praiſe, as is only fit to be laugh'd at. But how, if 
the great Sheridan ſhould have given ſome- 
thing, under his own Hand, quite contradic- 


3 
Ny 
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tory to this mean Opinion of a Man wem, 
y he ſays, he had no Cauſe to be afraid of? What 
will Gentlemen think of Tommy rhen ?. Why 


sas they think of him already————As 
I chuſe Facts, rather then meer Aſſertions, to 
contradict his Calumny and Falſhoods, I de- 
fire the Patience of the Publick to read tage 
following Letter, ſent from Mr. Sheridan to 
me, in a Letter inclos'd to Mr, Gifata, tom | 
in London, the Date ſays: when, 5 | 


A True Copy of Mr. Sheridan $ Letter - 
 -ca45 4. Cibber. Ee 


STR, „„ Mod ths, 1742. „ 
H O' I have not the | PRs of being knows © 
to you, yet I make bold to write to you about df 

an A fair, in which you are concerned as well 
as J. I hear the Gentlemen of Aungier-ftreet 
Theatre, intend to make Propoſals co you, a= 
bout a Summer-Expedition to this Kingdom; 
as T bad ſome Thoughts of doing the fame in fn 5 
vour of the People in Smock-Alley, this Intel- 
ligence has baſlen d my. Application to you per- 
 ſenally, which ot beruiſe might appear tos ab. 

rupt. There are many Reaſons why I ſhould 

| think it our mutual Intereſt to play 1 in one. 
Houſe. ' In the firſt Place, if we adt in diffe- 
rent Houſes, the Town will poſſibly be divided, 
and the Receipts of both will neceſſarily be eh A. 
leſſened. Not that I ſhould expe# this upon tb 


t Merit, but I know not how it is, 
* 15 ol ER = - * 
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3 (8) 
whether it be their Partiality to their Country- 
man, or whether it be owing to the powerful In- 
tereſt of a Number of Friends that I have in 
bis City, but there never was known ſuch En- 
couragement, ſuch Applauſe given to any Actor, 
or ſuch full Houſes as fince J appear d on the 
- Stage. Mr, Giffard will inform you that Dub. 
lin zs not lite London, we bave not two Audi- 
ences in the whole City, eſpecially as the Town 
is now more empty than it has ever been 
known. Befides, as it is not improbable, but 
that we may be together next Winter, it will 
be agreat Advantage to prattiſe ſuch Plays to- 
gether, as we can both appear in. I am com- 
miſſioned to aſſure you from the Managers of 
Smock-Alley, and I will alſo do it from myſelf, 
that you ſhall have all the Encouragement 
that you can expect, they are as willing, and 
they are as well able to do it as thoſe in Aun- 
gier-ſtreet, I ſhould be obliged to you, if you 
would let me know as ſoon as 7 ofible, whether _ 
you have any defign of coming bither, what are 
your Terms, and how ſoon it would be conveni- 
ent for you to come. Nu may think it is my 
own Intereſt that has prompted me to write 
to you, tis very true, I have no ſmall Cauſe 
to be afraid of ſo potent an Anragoniſt, 2 
I believe upon mature Deliberation, you will al. 
fo find it your Intereſt to be with us. If you wil! 
fo me with a ſpeedy 1 you! u extremly 
0 lige, hs 
Jour Adrmirer, api very bumble Servant, 
, THOMAS SHERIDAN. 
40 


lation |! and then was angry with Mr. 


To this I wrote an Anſwer, Tbelieve, not 
nee a Gentleman to ſend, or a Gen- 
tleman to receive: Sheridan may print it if 


he pleaſes ; I hope he wont alter it tho. 


As I have been honour'd witha Meſſage from 


the Heads of the College, to ſignify their De- 


teſtation of the outragious Proceedings at the 


Theatre, on the Night Othello was firſt inten- 


tended; and thoſe Gentlemen having abſo- 


lutely diſclaimed any of the Advertifements 


being any Act of the College; but, on the 
contrary, look on them as a Reflection and 
Affront on that worthy Body, let Sheridan 


make them Libellers, not T ; I ſay Sberidan 
Sheridan, who carried that Piece of Rhetor ick 


laſt Friday to Mr. Faulkner, who prudentially 
choſe not to affront his worthy Fel 2 | 


indeed, Maſ- 


as he declared to Ae : 


ter Tommy, to ſoften it, it ſeems; alter'd the ; 


Word Butchers to Ruffians ; ; a tender N | 
aulk- . 
ner, who poſitively refuſed to inſert it: Some 


5 other Printers did inſert it, who have confeſſed 
Sheridan brougbt it to them, Here it may not 

be improper to tranſcribe Sberidan's third 
Paragraph of his modeſt Addreſs, S 
„ Tho? the Publick may have but little | 


« Regard to my bare Word on this Occaſion, ' 


« yet if they conſider that after ſo ſolemn- a : 3 
c. Declaration, if what I ſay be falſe, I put it in 
e the Power of any one of theſe Gentlemen, 


« at any Time, to prove me a Scoundrel, if 


— * 


"mY oP TR how lo muſt fall, even in 


their 


Falthoods. 

Ia anſwer to the Meſſage I was favoured 

with from the Ns as . i 
$6 


their Opinions, ſh WY gtve what they know 
« to be a Live: under my Hand in a publick 
Manner, I hope no one will think that I 


would, with my Eyes open, commit ſuch 


«qa Piece of Folly. 
O! Sheridan, Sheridan 22 te dementia corpir? 
You little thought when you wrote this, 


that Mr. Faulkner had declar'd his refuſing 


the Advertiſement, or that Mrs. Reily had ſent 
Word te the College, that You brought the 
Advertiſement to her, in which you changed 
the Word Butchers to Ruffians ; and by which 
In the Name of the abuſed College, you clear 
your ſelf of knowing any Thing of the Matter: 
Any one may be ſatisfied of the Truth of this, 


who will give themſelves the Trouble to call 


at the Printer s. 

As to the Inſinuation of my procuring Ruf. 
fans (as the well bred Sheridan may ſtile 
them) to be at the Theatre, I appeal to the 
Pablick, if I have not always, in any Diſcourſe 


: Lever held on the Subject, made it my earneſt 


Requeſt, every Step ſhould be avoided that 
might diſturb the publick Peace; and I hoped . 
none would be omitted to preſerve it. If 


any honeſt Man will ſtep forth, and ſay, 1 


have not acted thus, or ever defired any one 
to be preſent, to give me a forced Applauſe, 
let this, I ſay, be proved and I'll bow me to 
the Shame Tom Sheridan * for all his 


1 
_ "vegg'd my humble 8 BIOS be accep- 
able; and tho' I was — to mention the 


Names of thoſe, who were concerned in the 


Diſturbance, I defir'd to be excus dz fince, as 
was a Stranger to their Perſons, I mighe 


2offibly be miſinform'd; and the I bad been 


adviſed to addreſs the Provoſt on this Occa- 


hon, nay, farther, to apply. for a Lord. Chief 


Juſtice s Warrant, to be ſerved on the Ag- 
_ greffors——1 declin'd all Proceedings of this 
Sort; tho' I have an undoubted Right to the 


Protection of the Laws, equal with any of 
my Fellou-Subjects. I had Charity enough 


to conſider this, as an inconſiderate Act of 
warm Blood, and more the Effect of Partia- 


lity to this artful Man, than any ill Will to 


me; 1 imagined their cooler Reaſon would 
diſprove it, I believed their Judgments would 
not repeat it, and I declared, without freſm 


Oceafion, never to diſturb any one about itz 


I have kept my Word. 


But, to go on with you Sir, | pray what 
were thoſe thouſand unforeſeen Accidents: 


that ſo diſorder d your dear Mind, on the 
fatal Night you mention ? Why. have vo 


not recited them? I call d on you to do it 
in my Epiſtle to you. Did you not appear: 


to every one very tranquil, till there was no 


| t Hopes of a erouded Andienee z ſtill 
your Philoſophy: prevailed, till it appear d 
the Robe did not appear; that indeed in- 


40 am d your noble Li ver, and made you rage; 
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| well, but © on a ſudden Mr. Cibber's Be- 


| releaſe me from, was I not right ?— 


« haviour, which before was very complai- 
« fant, or rather meanly ſubmiſſive (a gene- 
rous and grateful Expreſſion, for my treating 
you all along with more Breeding than you 
deſerv'd, or probably ever underſtood or 
| practis d) «was totally changed. This Aſ- 
ſertion every one, behind the Scenes that 
Night, can deny; I appeal to Mr. Giffard, 
Mr. Wright, and many others there, if I did 
not adviſe you, like a Friend and a Gentle- 
man, not to do an indiſcreet uncivil Thing 
toward the Audience, let Philips or any one 
be to blame and ſo, on my ordering 
« the Curtain to be drawn up, you ruſh'd. 
« precipitately on the Stage: Theſe Lyes 
are as. monſtrous as the Father of em. I 
never order d the Curtain to riſe till the Au- 
dience accepted my Offer of having Cato 
read. Did you not undreſs yourſelf from 
Head to Foot, and poſitively ſwear to me 
and ſeveral, you would inform the Audience 
you would not play, on account of your Diſ. 
appointment? Were not you in your own. 
Cloaths when you appeared ? And did you. 
not farther, even then, abuſe the Ears of the 
Audience, with ſaying, Philips had lock d 
up your Cloaths, tho many ſaw you dreſſed | 
for the Part as aforementioned? | 
If I-choſe to play on to fulfil my As. 
greement, which the Managers would * : 
The 
Actors, you ſay, determin'd to ſeize on the 


es 8 _ chat * to pay their Salaries ;. 
Ti 
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Tris, and 


ths true, _ Mr. 


ing received any Salary for three Weeks 


But, you propos d to receive the next for 


yourſclf alone: And had taken care to ſeize 
the beſt Receipt taken at your playing, (viz. 


the firſt Night of Cato) which did not amount 
to 3 Pounds. | 
neſtly, I, who choſe not to diſmiſs the Au- 
dience, or you, who to the Diſappointment 
of the poor unpaid People, would have de- 


— Who then acted ho- 


priv'd em of the Receipt of that Houſe, by 
a Diſmiſſien? What could I propoſe by 


us for? Certainly T ought to take all legal 


means to recover, what I have been fo un- 
juſtly depriv'd of. The Diſmifflon of LED 


Rehearſal, (a Play given out by Philips 
By-Day, When you were yourſelf aid of 
playing) was the imprudent Act of Philips; 

tho' at the Time the Audience were ſent 
away, every one allows, there was a better 
Proſpect of an Audience, than there was at 


the ſame Hour, to the Play of Cato If 


my offering to the Audience to read Cato and 
play Syphax, was, as your Wit and Modeſty 


term it, an impudent and extravagant Propo- 
ſal; what ſort of Language, would you be- 


— on them who allow d of it if you durſt? 


The Trouble was not unneceſſary, tho fa- 


: tereſt, - 


iguing Ts ur Ser "hd my Duty and In-. 


f 


Mr. Wright 
agreed, they ſhould bare that Houſe, not hay» 


playing on, but juſtly to fulfil the Agree- 5 
ments on my part, Which the unfair Mana- 
gers would neither Releaſe us from, nor Pay 


— 
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read Cato. 


fudience directed: And, 
by their Appointment I play'd Sypbax, and 


FT ro OY as: the 


I wonder you have not publiſh'd 
your Diſpleaſure towards them, for the ter- 
rible Mortification your little Pride, mean 
Vanity, poor Envy, and rancorous Heart felt 
from the unbounded Good - nature they ſhew'd 
me on that Occaſion But this, it ſeems, 
Tommy ſays, was a malicious wicked Scheme, 
I had long in Agitation. Sure, I muſt have 
dealt with the Devil, Tommy, to have fore- 
n you could have acted, ſo ſuddenly as 
vou did, the part of ſuch an extravagant 
Fool : Who could have ſuſpected it? And 
* ſhould 1, Chicken, wiſh to build my 
Fame upon thy poor Ruin? I queſtion if I 
did not paſs for an Actor of Reputation, when 
you probably eat Spoon-Meat ; to build my 
Fame upon ſuch” Ruins, were as low, as a 
General's hoping to gain Reputation, from 
his laying Siege to, and demoliſhing a ſet of, 
Cotts or Cabins. I aſk Pardon for the ſudden | 
_ Extravaganza of the Compariſon, as far as 
it relates to the Officer; but ſhall not apolo- 
gize for what part relates to you: Vou will 
de honour'd by any Compariſon — 

Well, but Tommy ſays, my Fame was FRY 
Gen'd on his Ruin; to prove it, he'll give 
an Account of his Behaviour to Mr. nee, 
ſince his Arrival in this Kingdom very 
pretty Reaſoning this, truly ! How was your 
Behaviour to prove my Defign i -Prithee, 
Ver, £9. 5 to School again; ; learn to make 
Themes, 


Tommy can't anſwer em- 
Child, go on, I'II anſwer your CI 


DE Gr EE ED Bu. ls eat eng 


1 Thenies, and to men your Manners. 
Well, to proceed, Tommy will aſk Mr. 


Cibber a few Queſtions, which have no Ana- 


logy, nor are at all appoſite to any Queſtion 


Mr. Cibber has made Ti emmy z; no, Sophiſter 


Very well, 


They are as follow. 


Queſt. 1. Is he (Mr. Cibbir) not conſcious, 
chute had it not been for me, he could not 


have ſet his F oot an any Sage in this King- 
dom? _ r 


Anſw. 1. How: 14 I be code. 1 


could not, without your Aſſiſtance, ſet my 
Foot on any Stage here, after you had by 
Letter of Compliment, invited me to one The- 
atre? and Mr. DrsgRISAV, and other Gen- 
tlemen (Men of Worth and Honour) had, by 


Meſſage, and Letter of Attorney granted to 


was ſigned by the Wiege of both Compa- 


— 


Mr. SWAN (who came to Exgland on purpoſe) 
invited me to _ other? Nee there more 
be ſaid to this: Ten 698 


Queſt. 2. Did 1 not ausm A Cartel, which | 


nies, under ſevere Penalties, to INDIROR? bim ö 


from acting on either Stage? 
Anſw. 2. How came your PEE ro quiadti 


a * Cartel? Or, who bad. 4 Rigbt fo make 
ſuch a Cartel: ? That Mr. Swan (be is abſent, ets 
therefore to be tteated tenderly) drew one is 
certain; z Maree Wan N "Oo Sn *” 

2% ” 8 2 e ic, 
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Au N the Theatres here. 


it, I believe: But“ il,  Aungier-ftreet was' 
open to receive me the ſame Terms 
proffer d me, ——nay, would I have engag'd 
alone, double the Terms, which I am now to 
get when I can, Bur, Mr, Sheridan's parti- 
cular Application, and Perſwaſions, have 
drawn me into an Agreement I have but too 
* Reaſon to repent. PU. 

Did I nor, as a Stranger, treat 
him =o all Civility, tho' the unhappy Cha- 
racter he labour d under, prevented my ha- 
ving any Friendſhip with him? , 

Anſw. 3. And ſo, thou, condeſcending 
Creature, didſt treat me with all Civility. 
And, pray, why ſhould not you ?f———or 
could you ſuppoſe, you would not hear of 
it, whenever you behav'd otherwiſe? 1 think 
vou have, and I believe you will ſtill :. 
Ohl but my unhappy, Character prevented 
your having any particular Friendſhip with 
me; I ſhall always think it a happy Part of 
Character, not to have been too far inveigled 
by you; and a Happineſs in my Cireumſtan- 
| Ces, that you have given me timely Warning, 
not to enter into any Intimacy, into which 

my Good - natur d Credulity, and your wheed- 
ling Cunning, might have berray'd me: 1 
have ſuffered too much already, i well 
aden, by ſuch Caitifss. 

Quel. 4. Was 1 not a principal Means of 
preventing the Trial 3 Mr. Slaper and 
im, and the Letters which paſſed between 

. him and his Wife, mo 3 repripted here 
3 | | bon 


w_ 


” 


; miſſion a Friend to * the Expence of 
the Impreſſion, out of my own Pocket, rather 
than a Stranger ſhould be hurt? 


Anſiw, 4. Vou ſay, but we have only your 


bare Word for it, (which is now in no great 
Eſtimation) you prevented the Trial between 
Sloper and me, being printed; I don't know 


ou did, nor do I believe you did; and Iam 


Tien: I don t care whether it's printed or no: 
Time, Truth, and undeniable Facts, have 
open'd the Eyes of Mankind, ſo much, in 
my Behalf, on account of chat unhappy Af- 


fair, that I have no farther Anxiety about it, 


nor dread any Imputation on my Honour, or 
Honeſty thereby.—As to the Letters, between 


me, and. my Wife, whenever they are read, 


all ſenfible impartial Readers will readily al- 


low me to be, tho' a weak, and unfortunate 
Man, a hurt Lover, an injur'd Huſband, 


and a Friend betray'd— But, how dare 


you, thou unſp el bie Wretch, mention my 


ife. or 1 50 would thou intimate? 1 
defy my direſt Enemy, who dares ſpeak 
Truth, to ſay, that aught ever eee be- 
tween us, but what, too fatally, has s. prov'd | 

me to be 


One, whe bud net wiſth, but 200 well | 
As to Mrs, Cibber, I ſhall only at preſent 


fay of her, the Amendment of her Conduct, 
| 1 to her Merits as an Actreſs, having 
gained her the Good - will of many, and re- 
age. n to * charitable * oe - 


kind 


kind World, I will feorn (tho' woundedin the 
_. deepeſt Manner Human Nature can feel) ever 
to ule any low Invectives againſt a Woman, 
or to obſtruct her future Quiet, or her Hap- 
pineſs, unleſs (and, J hope, there will be no 
Occaſion) ſome future Cauſe ſhould call upon 
my Honour, as a Huſband, to put that Power 
in Force, which my Humanity would be 
ſhock'd to be driven to the Neceflity of exe- 
cuting——Bur fay, thou unnatural Thing of 
Nothing, unknowing (as your neareſt Friends 
aver) either of the Joys, or Pains of Love, 
thou hateful Stranger to che Ties of Kindred, 
or real Joy of Social Friendſhip, whar, bur the 
moft rancorous Heart of the moſt baſe, infa- 
nous Villain, and notorious Poltroon, could have 
drawn this diſgraceful Paragraph, from the 
Gall of thy invidious Pen? Thoſe Epithers I 
many Times have us d in moſt publick Places, 
in publick print, or viva voce, and ever ſhall, 
in'd to the Name of Sloper : Nor will che 
Name of Thomas Sheridan, henceforward, be 
ever mention'd by me, but the fame Epithets 
will be heard or underſtood. That a Gen- 
tleman of Honour, in this City, did prevent 
the Re- publiſhing of the abovemention'd - 
Letters, J have reaſon to believe, and muſt 
think it defign'd as an Act of Good-natuie in 
him, as not willing either ſhould be hurt — 
But your ſtopping em I know nothing of, 
any more than I-do of the Obligations, you 
would intimate, I have to you, unleſs vou 
mean it an Obligation, — that T have acci- 
dently 
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dently done you che r avour to ine wich you, 
when 1 might have paſſed my time more 


agreeably in better Company. 

Queſt. 5. Did I not promiſe him, to „uc 
any new Character, for his ſecond Benefit? A 
Favour which 1 had refuſed tO others, much 
more worthy of it. 

Anſ. You did promiſe to duch a Part for 
1 my Benefit, tho' I did not want you to do it; 

but you fince ſaid you'd play no more; and ir 
you have refuſed that mountainous Favour, as 
your own vain Imagination paints it, to wor- 
thier Perſons, I think, as every one will, you 
were very much to blame. 

Queſt. 6. Did I nor, when I un Mr. Pbi- 
lips trifling with, and refuſing to perform the 

Contract, before his Face declare, that I ne- 
ver would in any Shape be concern d with Mr. 
_ Philips hereafter, if he did not pay him, nay 
more, offered to play with Mr. Cibber in the 
other Houſe; to try by that means to make 
up his Loſs? =» 

Queſt. 7. Did not Mr. Cibber ay 0 on that 
De that I behav'd with ſuch Honour, 
and laid him under ſuch Obligations, that 
he only wiſh'd for an enen, to return 


them; 


Anſc b. and 7. When Philips erifled, 4 
-behaved ill enough (as he knows not how to 
| behave well) you did talk of being concern'd 
no more with Philips, and of playing with me 
in another Houſe (which you thought ir would 
be your Intereſt to 346) 1 made you ſeveral _ 


eu. 


— 


- 


Compliments on that Account, which, on 
Reflection, were more than you deſery'd, for a 
Propoſition you had no Right to make; fince 

vou were then actually engaged with Philips, 
in Articles for ſome time, fo could not keep 
your Word. And whenever you play, the 
Players too well know how much your own 
Intereſt will be conſidered, before the Welfare 
4 any one Perſon, or the Intereſt of the whole 
May one not reaſonably fuggeſt, you rather 
choſe, to play with me, that my Good-na- 

ture, or Good: manners (call it Indolence if you 

will) might decline any Part you wiſh'd? And 
if the all-ſufficient Tommy held my playing 
in Tragedy ſo cheap, whence all theſe uneaſy 
Cautions of his, againſt my playing in thae 
Light? Or his Endeavours, before I appeared 
in the Kingdom, to imprint in the Minds of 
ſome People (theſe Things can be prov'd, Tom- 
my) my Incapacity for ſuch Performance ? Or 
whence his preſent Anger avow'd againſt any 
Attempts of mine of that ſort? Indeed, Child, 
your Heart betrays you here; it outruns your 
Cunning. And. fo, your Name brought full 
Houſes, when we play'd to empty Benches; | 
indeed, Youth, you ſhould remember che old 
Saying, Fibbers ſhould have good Memories: 
Not one full Houſe have I ſeen you play to, 
ſince I came——The- firſt Time I ever ſaw 
you on the Stage, was in the Play of Julius 
 Ca/ar, when the Curioſity of ſeeing your Bro- 
ther in Caf/ius, was what the Managers de- 
1 8 7 | PTY pended 


on for the Audience: I was 
told there was then about 50. ou play'd 
Lord Townly, for a Widow's Benefit, to about 


20l. Hamlat l believe to leſs, tho for a Benet 
too: Richard to leſs than 30l. and Caug'd as 


bout 19/8 worth of Tickets to be given away 
to puff for you, &c. The beſt Reckipe y ou had 
wasto Cato, which I have mentioned _— the 

firſt Night of your appearing in the Character 
of Horatio in the Fair Penitent, was worſe 
than any of theſe ;; and, I delieve, the very 
woully Audience they have known a long while 
hy, you're bewitch'd ſure; 8 


1 Sed, qu0s Jupiter vault. PRA. Prins de. | 


mental.” 

That you have diſodlig'd an Audience; by 
not performing, more than once, that you 
have cteated Diſturbances. more than once, 
the whole Town knows: But, that you were 
always under the Neceffity of ſo doing, no- 


ching but the Nonſenſe of thy own:peerlefs: 


, 


Pericranium, could ever perſuade you toaſſert: 


Can any one in their Senſes, ſuppoſe 1 
could undertake. ſo wild a Project, as to at- 


tempt driving you out of a Kingdom, yo 


were born in, and in which you had, as y 
often boaſted, ſuch 4 ſtrong natural Intereſt? 


'" Or Why, were 1 to ſtay, ot ever to return, 


muſt my Eſtabliſnment be grounded on your 
Removal? Upon my Word, incomparable 
Sir, I cannot pay yoù ſo great a Compliment 


as to think that neceſſary: Nor do I think, 


hows regions Mak, Monarab, like ther, of f 
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voncpoliæing 1 Kingdoms; or, as you in yout 
Letter to Mr. G=—4&, ridiculouſly enough 


pbras'd it, of dividing em or that, we are 
fo be (as you farther ſaid to him) The Twin 
Stars of Heaven, &c. and ſuch like Traſh; 
which his better Senſe, as I am credibly in- 
form'd, ſmiled at. But! ſuppoſe the Town 


here are to dread your threatning to depart, 


and join in a Petition for your Stay; ſhould 
you, cruel Man, leave this weeping Nation, 
to deplore your Abſence for a while; I'll ven- 
ture to affirm, your return will be pretty 
quick. Unleſs you can perſuade every body 


in England to hold every Performer, as low 


in their Opinion, as you do, when comparing 
them to your inimitable ſelf— All Men have 
ſome degree of Vanity, without it there would 
be but little Emulation: But your's is ſo bare- 
faced, ſo ſtupidly apparent, a School boy 
would a& with more Diſcretion Ho w- 
ever cordially partial you may be, to your 
dainty, delicate ſelf, I ſhall not ſorfeit my 


Underſtanding ſo much, ever to Hint, you 


have the leaſt Right to ſtand in any Degree 


of Compariſon; with Mr. Quin, or Mr. Gar- 


rick, (whatever your critical Noddle may be- 


: pleaſed to alledge) 'or with many more there, 


1 


or ſome here, who, in their different e d 


will always be your Superiors. 


As an Accor, (tho! I have date 161 be 


you as a Man): I ſhall yet, leave you ſor a 


while, this Anſwer. already ſwelling to a 


. 1 Size But mall ta ke a ſpeedy. Opportu- 
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latter, tis fit only to be laughed at. 
cout of thy own Mouth will I oak thee, 
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nity,” of 8 you, Impartially, what you 
are, and what you are not: When, probably, 
the judging World will take cheir farewell of | 
thee, with this Parody. , 41 
Thou art but a ſtalking Shadow, a poor, | 


poor Player! 


81 Who haſt bed, and frerted, hy Hour ; 


upon the Stage, 


( And now —— Thou re | heard no | more! | 


Twas a Tale, 


Told by an Ideor, full of Sound and Fury, f 


h Signifying Nothing. 
Twere endleſs to trace you through your 
repeated Falſhoods, or to take Notice of all 


your Sberidanian Rhetorick, Numbers can 


confront you, as to the firſt; and as to the 


wicked Scribler! You ſay yourſelf, Page gth, | 
« The Audience was greatly offended at tbe 


« Diſappointment they met with, in your not 


being able to perform, and very juſtly too; 


&« fince it was not in your power to give them 
« tbe Reaſons which prevented it. No, 


nor ever was, nor ever will be Now, af: 
Tommy will but correct it boldly, and inſtead 
of, not being able to perform, read thus, not 
willing to perform; why then che F act wil. 
be truly ſtated, I believe. 

You ſay being equally {killd'in dhestise 
Affairs, as you are in n Laws of Hoſpitality and 
Good - Breeding, —* The giving out three 


9 "—_ together is a z moſt unuſual thing.. 
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No, Tommy, it has been Frequency Ane 
England, where the "Theatres are fomewhat 


2 


better conducted than here, (or they would be 


in a woeful Plight) and the Company, on ſuch 
Oecaſions, have been greatly ſerv'd thereby. 
Oh! but ſome of the Characters were yours. 


. 4 robo ate you ? What do yon mean, that 


they fitted you in private Life ? I'll readily al- 


low you all the Virtues you can find has 
1nto Richard or Macbeth, their Valour and 


their Policy /£xcepred-; (lictle Cunning that 


. itſelf is no Poliey) but, che Pangs and 
Pleaſpres of Otbello, ſure, you don't pretend 


ta haye known——Oh1: Bur you mean, they 
were your Parts, and pray, why the Property 
of you particularly, any more than of many 


others, who have acted them before you, and 


'ris. poſſible do not play chem worſe,———— 


— you would not play, and n Ae 


meſt Herr enough that! 5 

You ſay, what Right had Ito > anſwer. your 
fir Addreſs to the 9 Child, 
I gever did anſwer it. My Epiſtle was ready 


for the Preſs, \before I ever faw your Paper, 
as a Gentleman can teſtify,” who brought it 


to me, juſt as I was going to ſend away my 
Letter: Twas your idle Reports, Which 


Numbers þave known you guilty of, and che 


two ill. natur'd Advertiſements (which no one 
believes you innocent af) calculated to create 


a Diſturbance, and the filly threatning Papers 
paſted vp about: the Town: All cheſe made 
nien it n Silence. N 


67 Your 


Theatre in hot Water, is very pretty, to 
ſure, if you did but know what you meant; 
but, as to my troubleſome Temper, there is 


you cannot find out any tolerable: Caloar 
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Four Nonſenſe, in ſaying I keep every. 


not, 1 believe, a Player that will not contra- 


8 dict you. — am confident, theres none 
of the Profeſſion, here, that will firid Fault 


with my Want of Manners, Good-nature, or 
Ge : But is there any of n, |; 


that haye not laugh'd at your ridiculous: 
ranny, or been aRoniſh'd at your ill Uſage, - 
even of the Women But, 


they ſhould 
excuſe you there, Tommy: How can you tell 


properly to treat a Sex, every Body believes 
you re ſcarce acquainted with. And fo, 


* had, to be fo cavalier a Volunteer, in the 
ce Cauſe. Really, too many publick 


the Service. But, tis no Matter Whether 


Vous can find the Cauſe or no, if the Publick 


finds it, and if they are pleas d Muſt 1 
be frighten'd cauſe a Spalpeen ſtares? As to 


your pretty Compliment to your Friends, by-- 
calling their Zeal indiſcreer, that Blunder % 
needs no Remark———-and to ſay, I knows - 
ingly, and: willingly, braught the Anger of 


and private Libels, (all which PFll collect and 
preſent the Town with ſoon) pteſs d me to 


any Set of People upon me, is an Aſſertion ſo 


abſurd, nothing can equal che TROY: of it, 


but the Palſhood..——— 'Tis:a pretty 3 
Contradiction to the forc'd. Compliment yu 
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Man of nnn Fal e: Dot pour Bffrchteriein 
denying all Knowledge of the Advertiſements, 
or having even the leaſt Knowledge of the Gen- 
tlemen, whom you pretend were angry on — 4 
Account tho living Witneſſes have prov'd, , 
and will farther, your being deeply concern'd 
in publiſhing. the firſt, and were daily and 
Ni in Company with the latter, as prog 
confeſs in your own Libel; is matchleſs in- 
deed Such glaring Contradictions prove, 
you thought your Readers muſt be as filly: as 
yourſelf, and would over-look em. 

Fis notorious, the College reſenting wide: 
Freedom of the Printers, in publiſhing Pa- 
pers as coming from them, Which they dif- 
claim, have on Enquity found, *— "= 
brought em, 8nERIDAN ſet em on. For this 
Toth; let any one appeal to Mr. Faulkner, 
Mr. Exfhaw, Mrs. Reilly, and their 3 k .. 
Sc. You talk of a Meſſage you ſent me by 
Mr. Wright, of your having endeavour'd to 
appeaſe the Anger of your Friends. &c. Lou 
took care to ſend the Meſfage late enough; 
for I received none, till within half an Hour, 
or thereabouts, of my Letters being cry'd 
about the Streets. —But I no more believe 

your Sincerlty in this, than I do in every thing 
elſe The Impatience of thole itinerant 
SGentry, the Flying Stationers, being great, 
I nwſt haſten to a: Concluſion. That 1 may 
| therefore, neither inconvenience their Traf- 
ck, nor incur their Mightinefſes/Diſpleaſure, 
I ſhall give you but a fore Words more, and 
then leave thee 1 „ To 
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thoſe T 2 Thich i in ar Boſom 
lodge” ia LATE ESA Fon 
To goad and ſting os e e, 
And ſo, the whole — thy long Bu 
boceke Piece, is to introduce a whining beg= 
ging Paragraph, in behalf of your Benefit; 
thou Prince of Canters, and thou King of 
Maunders! Is it come to this? Does this a- 
Ster with Tommy's 'dauntleſs Declarations, he 
never did, nor ever would aſk any one to 
come to ſee him: Twas to oblige themſelves, 
not him, they came, Sc. Sc. Is that too modeſt 
and gentle Mr. Bays? No, but 'tis very great, 
and as far-fetch'd a Fancy as ever was known. 
| « How are the Mighty fallen. | 
| But this prodigious Work, the learned 
Tommy did not take up much above a whole 
Day, (tho', by his late Publiſhing it, tis poſ- 
ſible he may fib there too) to draw up, — © 
Miraculous! Why, what an amazing Author 
you may prove in time! But, prithee, how 
couldſt thou be fo long about ic? I have a 
Child, ſhall write twice as much Nonſenſe, 
in balf che Time, and be more aſham'd of ; 
it when done. And was its ſtate: of 
Mind uneaſy ? Good Lack! You Queſtion,” . +40 
whether the innocent Man feels leſs than the * I 
Man of Guilt, while he is labouring under 
a Load of Calumny. Really I can't 
readily anſwer you. Calumny you have en 
deavour'd to load me with, but, as I know 7 
no Guilr, I cannot fay I have felt munen 
ny. of Mind: N 1 am ſo innocent C 
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